Social-Ecological Systems: Theory, Methods, and Modeling
Session at AAG Annual Meeting

Seattle, WA, April, 2011
Co-sponsored by Human Dimensions of Global Change, Spatial Analysis and Modeling, and Cultural and Political Ecology Specialty Groups
Moderators:

Barbara J. Morehouse, Institute of the Environment, and School of Geography & Development, University of Arizona (morehoub@email.arizona.edu)

Christopher Scott, School of Geography & Development, and Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy, University of Arizona (cascott@email.arizona.edu)

We invite papers exploring geographical perspectives on coupled natural-human systems, with emphasis on watershed processes as understood in terms of social-ecological systems (SESs). Additional examples of SES frameworks of interest include human-pathogen interactions, urban built environment dynamics, and coastal processes.

We are interested both in innovations in and critiques of SES modeling theory and methods, and welcome case studies that illustrate fundamental analyses. Among the many focal areas of interest are:

- Exploration of science-society collaborative processes based on SES concepts
- Papers focused on questions related to working within the SES framework in transboundary contexts 

-Case studies of complex social-ecological interactions that provide generalizable insights about how, in SES modeling contexts, to deal with issues such as major disparities in legal regimes, cultural and social practices, economic structures and practices, and current/future biophysical realities
