SAM Annual Report for 2008
Spatial Analysis and Modeling Specialty Group

The Association of American Geographers

I. Mission Statement

Our mission is to foster and maintain interaction, cooperation and community among individuals interested in the analysis of geo-referenced data, modeling of spatio-temporal processes and the use of analytical and computational techniques in solving geographic problems. The specialty group promotes the scientific study of physical, environmental and socioeconomic geography and the development, use and teaching of analytical cartography, geographic information systems (GIS), remote sensing, spatial statistical, mathematical and computational techniques for spatial analysis.

II. Membership Dues

Regular: $3

Student: $1

III. Board

Chair, Mark Horner, Florida State University, term expires 2009 

Vice-chair/treasurer, Ed Zolnik, George Mason University, term expires 2010

Board members

Darla Munroe, Ohio State University, term expires 2009

Robert Gilmore Pontius Jr., Clark University, term expires 2011 

Ningchuan Xiao, Ohio State University, term expires 2010

Student representative 

Michael Widener, Florida State University, term expires 2011
IV. Accomplishments, Activities, Future Plans and Directions

Activities Scheduled

There were several SAM-related activities held at the recent AAG meeting in Boston, MA.  SAM was quite visible, sponsoring or co-sponsoring over twenty-five sessions including one session focused on graduate student papers.  

Future Plans and Directions

SAM will continue to foster the development and application of spatial analytic methodologies per its mission statement, which includes reaching out to other specialty groups to develop cross-cutting thematic paper sessions. 

Business Meeting at the AAG Conference in Boston

Two new board members were elected for 3-year terms at the SAM business meeting.  SAM welcomes Robert Gilmore Pontius Jr. (Clark University), who will fill the seat previously held by outgoing member Steven Manson (University of Minnesota). SAM also welcomes Michael Widener (Florida State University), who replaces outgoing student board member Scott Bridwell (University of Utah).  SAM thanks both departing board members for their service. 

Student Paper Awards

The SAM Board would like to acknowledge the winners of the 2008 SAM Graduate Student Paper Competition held at the Boston AAG. The co-winners of the competition were: Yongwan Chun (University of Texas-Dallas; paper title: Modeling Network Autocorrelation within Migration Flows by Spatial Eigenvectors) and Jamison F. Conley (Pennsylvania State University; paper title: Using Moment Invariants to Analyze Cluster Shapes and Hypothesize Potential Causes). Second place in the competition went to: Neeti Neeti (Clark University; paper title: Modeling Trends in Phenological Curve Shape Properties Using AVHRR-NDVI Data).

Newsletter information

SAM continues to publish a newsletter highlighting its activities.  Newsletters can be found on 

http://www.fsu.edu/~geog/sam/index.html.
SAM thanks Ninchuan Xiao for his work in compiling the newsletter.

2009 Annual Meeting Plans for Las Vegas

Session development is under way for the Annual Meeting in Las Vegas. In conjunction with the journal, Geographical Analysis, SAM will sponsor a plenary session.  Denise Pumain has accepted our invitation to give the plenary talk. 
V. Membership and Participation

Membership numbers:

2008 – 722 (Apr. 8, AAG SG Website: 327 student members, 395 non-student members)

2007 -708 (Mar. 1, AAG SG Website: 327 student members, 381 non-student members)

2006 – 750 (Feb 28, AAG SG Website: 413 student members, 337 non-student members)

2005 – 716 (according to the AAG mailing list)

2004 – 200 

2003 – 427 (unofficial)

2002 – 366

2001 – 261

2000 – 204

1999 – 219

1998 – 244

1997 – 285

1996 – 339

1995 – 309

VI. Financial Information
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	Date
	Description
	 Receipts 
	Disbursements
	 Balance 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	8/31/07
	Balance forward
	
	
	 $ 2,847.45 
	

	9/30/07
	Dues collected for September 2007
	119.00 
	
	    2,966.45 
	

	10/31/07
	Dues collected for October 2007
	354.00 
	
	    3,320.45 
	

	11/30/07
	Dues collected for November 2007
	75.00 
	
	    3,395.45 
	

	12/31/07
	Dues collected for December 2007
	65.00 
	
	    3,460.45 
	

	1/31/08
	Dues collected for January 2008
	123.00 
	
	    3,583.45 
	

	2/29/08
	Dues collected for February 2008
	105.00 
	
	    3,688.45 
	

	3/31/08
	Dues collected for March 2008
	72.00 
	
	    3,760.45 
	

	4/18/08
	Zolnik, Edmund AM08 reg
	
	(180.00)
	    3,580.45 
	

	4/18/08
	Conley, J. - Grad stu paper comp
	
	(400.00)
	    3,180.45 
	

	4/18/08
	Neeti, N. - SAM Grad stu paper comp
	
	(200.00)
	    2,980.45 
	

	4/18/08
	Chun, Y. - grad stu paper
	
	(400.00)
	    2,580.45 
	

	4/30/08
	Dues collected for April 2008
	112.00 
	
	    2,692.45 
	

	5/31/08
	Dues collected for May 2008
	46.00 
	
	    2,738.45 
	

	6/30/08
	Dues collected for June 2008
	54.00 
	
	    2,792.45 
	

	7/31/08
	Dues collected for July 2008
	63.00 
	
	    2,855.45 
	

	8/31/08
	Dues collected for August 2008
	71.00 
	
	    2,926.45 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	8/31/08
	Balance
	
	
	 $ 2,926.45 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


 (Note the balance on 8/31/2008 compares favorably to a $ 2,847.45 balance about this time last year (8/31/2007))
VII. Suggestions for Council
SAM has no suggestions for the council at this time, other than to look to try and improve the communications tools available through the AAG web site. Several SAM members have noted that they do not receive announcements over the community’s communication tools. 
Respectfully submitted,

Mark W. Horner
October 2, 2008
