Annual Report for 3/05 – 3/06
Spatial Analysis and Modeling Specialty Group

The Association of American Geographers

I. Mission Statement

Our mission is to foster and maintain interaction, cooperation and community among individuals interested in the analysis of geo-referenced data, modeling of spatio-temporal processes and the use of analytical and computational techniques in solving geographic problems. The specialty group promotes the scientific study of physical, environmental and socioeconomic geography and the development, use and teaching of analytical cartography, geographic information systems (GIS), remote sensing, spatial statistical, mathematical and computational techniques for spatial analysis.

II. Membership Dues

Regular: $3

Student: $1

III. Board

Chair – David Wong, George Mason University (term expires 2006)

Vice Chair/Treasurer – Fahai Wong, Northern Illinois University (term expires 2007)

Board member – Mark Horner, Florida State University (term expires 2006)

Board member - Phaedon Kyriakidis, University of California, Santa Barbara 

(term expires 2007)

Board member – Steven Manson, University of Minnesota (term expires 2008)

Student representative – Scott Bridwell, University of Utah (term expires 2008)
IV. Accomplishments, Activities, Future Plans and Directions

National Meeting

SAM was extremely visible in Chicago, IL, 2006 AAG Annual Meeting, March 7-11, 2006. Thirty-one (31) paper sessions, up from 24 in 2005, were under the SAM category. SAM sponsored or co-sponsored 18 sessions. These paper sessions included two Student Paper Competition sessions organized by Vice Chair/Treasurer, Fahai Wang. A total of 154 papers, up from 94 in 2005, were in sessions under the SAM category. In addition, there were three panel sessions and a plenary session. This year, we did not have enough entries to organize the Emerging Scholar Paper Competition. The Chair was able to organize only four sessions. Most sessions were organized by SAM members, and this reflected that SAM members had a very high participation rate. Hope that this is a sign for a maturing organization.
As in previous years, the plenary session was organized by Alan Murray, The Ohio State University and Editor of Geographical Analysis. The plenary speaker was Kingsley Haynes of George Mason University. The reception after the plenary session was sponsored by Geographical Analysis. Thank Alan again for his support.
Elections

At the business meeting of the Annual AAG meeting at Chicago, SAM new officers were elected. 

Candidates for the Chair position were:

Mark Horner (Florida State University)

Fahui Wang (Northern Illinois University)

Candidates for the Board Member position were:

Lan Mu (U. Illinois, Urbana-Champaign)

Darla Munroe (The Ohio State University)

Raga Sengupta (McGill University)

Mark Horner was elected as the Chair, replacing David Wong. Darla Munroe was elected as a Board Member, replacing Mark Horner. The new board is as follows (effective immediately):
Chair – Mark Horner (term expires 2009)

Vice Chair/Treasurer – Fahui Wang (term expires 2007)

Board member – Phaedon Kyriakidis (term expires 2007)

Board member – Steven Manson (term expires 2008)

Board member – Darla Munroe (term expires 2009)

Student representative – Scott Bridwell (term expires 2008)

Congratulations to our new board members.
Subcommittees
In the middle of 2005, thanks to several SAM members volunteering their services in different areas, I formed two subcommittees:

Communication Subcommittee: Steve Manson (U. Minnesota), Chair; Edmund Zolnik

(George Mason University); Tony Grubesic (U. Cincinnati)

Paper Competition Subcommittee: Fahui Wang (Northern Illinois U.), Chair; Mark

Horner (Florida State U. and Scott Bridwell (Utah State)
The Communication Subcommittee will take charge of communications issues among SAM members, and the Paper Competition Subcommittee will organize paper competitions, but for the emerging scholars and student papers.

Newsletters
Thanks to the members of Communication Subcommittee, especially Steve Manson initiation and Ed Zolnik contribution, the activity of publishing SAM Newsletters was resurrected and the first new issue of SAM Newsletter was published at the end of 2005. The December issue is available on the SAM website. 

V. Membership and Participation

Membership numbers:

2006 – 750 (Feb 28, AAG SG Website: 413: student members, 337: non-student members)

2005 – 716 (according to the AAG mailing list)
2004 – 200 

2003 – 427 (unofficial)

2002 – 366

2001 – 261

2000 – 204

1999 – 219

1998 – 244

1997 – 285

1996 – 339

1995 – 309

Current balance: $3,435.45 (1/31/2006)
VI. Discussion Item: SG Sponsorships of sessions in the AAG Annual Meeting

At the SG Chair Meeting during the AAG Annual Meeting in Chicago, some SG chairs raised the concern of allowing session organizers to choose a specialty group to sponsor the session without the approval of the SG. The current session submission process allows the user to choose any specialty group to sponsor the organized session without the SG prior approval. Some chairs were concern about the lack of control of the quality of those sessions.

The Chair of SAM raised this concern to SAM members during the business meeting in Chicago. Some members felt that if the current situation does not post a problem to SAM, then there is no need to change. Some members believed that the term “sponsor” should involve approval or endorsement from the specialty group. Some felt that by requiring the SG approval, another layer of the process and bureaucracy will create frustration, and the openness of the SG will be diminished. Some pointed out that AAG should not impose the approval requirement uniformly across all SGs before consulting the opinions of individual SGs.

To summarize, there is no consensus among SAM Business Meeting attendees regarding this issue. The new Chair will continue to look into this issue. 

Respectfully submitted,

David Wong
March 13, 2006
